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Western University 
Department of Politics Science 

Special Topics: The Politics of Public Money 
Political Science 3391G 

Spring 2015 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Zack Taylor 
E-mail:  zack.taylor@uwo.ca 
Phone:  519-661-2111 ext. 85169 
Office:  SSC 4166 
Office Hours:  Thursdays, 4–5pm, or by appointment 
 
Class Time and Location:  Thursdays, 1:30–3:30pm, SSC 4255 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
How governments tax and spend picks winners and losers and has profound social and economic 
impacts. With an emphasis on where the money comes from, this course examines Canadian 
federal, provincial, and local public finance in comparative perspective and explores its political 
and policy implications. The first part of the course introduces major concepts in taxation, 
expenditure, intergovernmental fiscal relations, and budgeting, and explores their political 
implications. The remainder of the course focuses on the fiscal dimensions of topical policy 
issues and dilemmas: the ageing society, income and wealth inequality, energy and environment 
policy, and the infrastructure deficit. You do not need a background in economics, finance, or 
mathematics to take this course.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The objective of this course is to introduce you to the politics of taxing and spending choices. By 
the end of this course, you will be able to (a) compare and contrast the relative strengths and 
limitations of different forms of taxation, (b) describe how federal/provincial and municipal 
budgets are structured, (c) critically assess the political realities of budget-making and fiscal 
choices, and (d) evaluate the fiscal dimensions of many social, economic, and environmental 
policy areas. The course assignments are designed to improve your critical thinking skills.  
 
PREREQUISITE 
You must have taken at least 1 full course equivalent in Political Science at the 2200 level in 
order to enroll in this course. Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written 
special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it 
will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no 
adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the 
necessary prerequisites. 
  

mailto:zack.taylor@uwo.ca
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS [DRAFT] 

Class 1 Jan. 7 Introduction: Why public finance matters 

Revenue sources: Purposes and impacts 

Class 2 Jan. 14 Characteristics of taxes 
Introduce Policy Options Assignment 

Class 3 Jan. 21 Financing sovereign governments:  
Income, capital, consumption, and excise taxes 
Inform instructor of Policy Options Assignment topic  

Class 4 Jan. 28 Financing local governments: Property taxes and user fees 

Class 5 Feb. 4 Intergovernmental transfers 
Policy Options Assignment Annotated Bibliography due 

Budget politics  

Class 6 Feb. 11 The national politics of fiscal restraint 

*** Feb. 15–19 Family Day and Reading Week *** 

Class 7 Feb. 25 The local politics of balanced budgets 
Introduce in-class budget game 

Class 8 Mar. 3 In-class game: Balancing a municipal budget 

Policy dilemmas 

Class 9 Mar. 10 The ageing society 
Policy Options Assignment due 

Class 10 Mar. 17 Income and wealth inequality 

Class 11 Mar. 24 Energy and climate change 

Class 12 Mar. 31 The infrastructure deficit 
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COURSE WEBSITE 
This course makes use of OWL. Please refer to the course website regularly for announcements 
and course information: https://owl.uwo.ca/portal.  
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
There is no textbook. Readings to be retrieved from publicly available websites are marked with 
a  W . Readings marked with an  E  are electronic journal articles that can be retrieved through 
the Western Library website. All other readings are made available as PDFs on the course 
website. Readings will average approximately 60 pages per week. Note that tested content will 
be drawn from both lecture and readings; you will not do will if you concentrate only on one.  
 
EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation Due Date Value 
Policy Options Assignment   
          Annotated bibliography Feb. 4 5% 
          Final paper Mar. 10 30% 
Budget Game (in class) Mar. 3 10% 
Preparation, Attendance, and Participation  Jan. 21–end 20% 
Final Exam Exam period 35% 
 
Policy Options Assignment (35%): Based on concepts introduced in the first part of the course 
and original research, you will prepare a substantial overview of the fiscal implications of a 
major public policy dilemma and propose options to address it. You will choose a topic related to 
one of the four policy areas discussed in Classes 9 through 12. The assignment is due at the 
beginning of this sequence of classes so that you will be prepared to lead discussion of your issue 
in class. You will inform the instructor of your chosen topic in Class 3 and submit a brief 
proposal and annotated bibliography in Class 5. Detailed assignment instructions and 
expectations will be communicated in Class 2. 
 
Budget Game (10%): You will work in groups to balance a fictional big city budget. This will 
apply concepts introduced earlier in the course. 
 
Preparation, Attendance, and Participation (20%): You are expected to attend each class 
prepared to discuss the assigned readings. You are encouraged to monitor the daily news media 
for relevant stories; at minimum, I recommend that you skim the Globe and Mail’s Report on 
Business section every day. The emphasis in this grade segment will be on active in-class 
engagement with the material. 
 
Final Exam (35%): The final exam will cover both readings and lecture content, and will take 
place during the exam period. 
 

https://owl.uwo.ca/portal
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COURSE POLICIES 
 
Electronic devices: Research shows that levels of student performance and participation are 
lower when computers, tablets, smartphones, and other devices are present in the classroom. In 
order to create a pleasant environment conducive to everyone’s learning and free from 
distractions, please refrain from using phones for texting or any other purposes during classes. 
The use of laptops and tablets is allowed for course-related activities and note taking only. 
 
E-mail policy: All Western University students are required to have an @uwo.ca e-mail account. 
The instructor will only respond to e-mails sent from a Western University account, that clearly 
identify the sender, and have “POL 3391” in the subject line. The instructor will not accept 
assignments by e-mail.  
 
Submitting assignments: All assignments must be submitted by the beginning of class on the 
due date.  
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). Note that you will be able to 
view your Turnitin Originality Report after submitting. You may resubmit at any time 
before the deadline. 
 
Late assignments: The penalty for late assignments is three percentage points per day (including 
weekend days). A grade of 80% on an assignment therefore becomes 68% in four days. 
Assignments more than 10 days late will not be accepted. Extensions due to illness require a 
medical certificate. If you foresee problems meeting submission deadlines please consult the 
instructor early; accommodations can always be made with adequate advance notice. This means 
at least one week before the deadline, not the night before the work is due!  
 
Academic integrity: To protect and uphold academic integrity in the class, it is the 
responsibility of each student to be able to demonstrate the originality of his or her work if called 
upon to do so. At a minimum, for every assignment, the sources of all information and ideas 
must be properly referenced using a standard academic referencing style such as Chicago, APA, 
or MLA. Failure to properly reference ideas, concepts, and quotations in an assignment that are 
not your own will result in academic penalties as required by university policy: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academicpolicies/appeals/scholasticdisciplineundergrad.pdf. All 
upper-year students are expected to have a thorough understanding of the rules and conventions 
of academic writing. If you are unclear about what constitutes plagiarism or how to reference 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academicpolicies/appeals/scholasticdisciplineundergrad.pdf
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sources, please visit the Writing Support Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/ or review 
information at: http://www.lib.uwo.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/. 
 
ASSISTANCE 
 
If you are having trouble with the course material or are falling behind in your work, please 
contact the course instructor as soon as possible. We can only help you if the lines of 
communication are open. 
 
Help with writing: Learning to express ideas clearly is a central goal of the university 
experience. If academic writing does not come easily to you, you are strongly encouraged to 
make use of the Writing Support Centre: http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/. 
 
Accommodations on medical grounds: Students seeking academic accommodation on medical 
grounds for any missed tests, exams, participation components and/or assignments must apply to 
the Academic Counseling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. Please refer to the Policy on 
Accommodation for Medical Illness https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm and 
download a Student Medical Certificate (SMC): https://studentservices.uwo.ca/ under the 
Medical Documentation heading. Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to 
Mental Health@Western http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/ for a complete list of options 
about how to obtain help. 
 
Accommodations on religious grounds: Every effort has been made to avoid scheduling 
assignment due dates on religious holidays. Please inform the instructor at the beginning of the 
course if you will be unable to attend class for reason of religious observance. 
 
  

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing/
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/
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READING SCHEDULE 
 
Class 1 Jan. 7 Introduction: Why public finance matters 

A scattering of short news articles to get us started… 

Ragan, Christopher. 2015. “Boomers, infrastructure will force redesign of Canada’s fiscal 
federalism.” Globe and Mail. Dec. 2. 

 W  CBC News. 2015. “Video: Boutique credits stretch tax code to the length of 5 football 
fields.” http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-election-2015-tax-credits-boutique-1.3229532 

Clark, Campbell. 2015. “Justin Trudeau alters election equation with deficit-spending gamble.” 
Globe and Mail. Aug. 28.  

McKenna, Barrie. 2015. “U.S. tax laws encourage ‘disgusting’ corporate behaviour.” Globe and 
Mail. Nov. 27. 

Eldeib, Duaa. 2014. “Long Grove plan may pave way to privatize public roads.” Chicago 
Tribune. Jan 13. 

Speri, Alice. 2015. “St. Louis suburbs Ferguson and Jennings sued over ‘debtors prisons’ 
criminalizing poverty.” Vice. Feb. 9. 

Revenue sources: Purposes and impacts 

Class 2 Jan. 14 Characteristics of taxes 

 E  Bird, Richard M. and J. Scott Wilkie. 2013. “Designing Tax Policy: Constraints and 
Objectives in an Open Economy.” eJournal of Tax Research 11(3): pp. 284–320. 

Summary sheet on tax characteristics (on OWL). 

Class 3 Jan. 21 Financing sovereign governments:  
Income, capital, consumption, and excise taxes 

Historical revenue sources tables (on OWL).  

Frecknall-Hughes, Jane. 2015. The Theory, Principles, and Management of Taxation. London: 
Routledge. Excerpts: pp. 40–47, 74–103. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-election-2015-tax-credits-boutique-1.3229532
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 E  Steinmö, Sven. 2003. “The evolution of policy ideas: tax policy in the 20th century.” British 
Journal of Politics and International Relations 5(2): pp. 206–236. 

 W  Lee, Marc. 2007. Eroding Tax Fairness: Tax Incidence in Canada, 1990 to 2005. Ottawa: 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. Excerpt: pp. 11–20. 
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/eroding-tax-fairness 

Class 4 Jan. 28 Financing local governments: Property taxes and user fees 

 W  UN Habitat. 2009. Guide to Municipal Finance. pp. 21–35. 
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=2808 

 W  City of Toronto. 4 Jan. 2012. Staff Report to Budget Committee: “Comprehensive User Fee 
Review.” http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2012/bu/bgrd/backgroundfile-43928.pdf 

James, Royson. 2007. “Tax grab hiding in your trash.” Toronto Star. May 31. 

Class 5 Feb. 4 Intergovernmental transfers 

 W  UN Habitat. 2009. Guide to Municipal Finance. Excerpt: pp. 35–40. 
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=2808 

 E  McAllister, James A. 2011. “Redistributive Federalism: Redistributing Wealth and Income in 
the Canadian Federation.” Canadian Public Administration 54(4): pp. 487–507. 

 E  Lecours, André and Daniel Béland. 2009. “Federalism and Fiscal Policy: The Politics of 
Equalization in Canada.” Publius 40(4): pp. 569–596. 

 W  Slack, Enid. 2009. “Provincial-Local Fiscal Transfers in Canada: Provincial Control Trumps 
Local Accountability.” Copenhagen Conference on General Grants vs. Earmarked Grants: 
Theory and Practice. Excerpt: pp. 11–16. 
http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/imfg/uploads/89/slack_provinciallocal_fiscal_transfers_in_canada
_copenhagen2009.pdf  

https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/eroding-tax-fairness
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=2808
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2012/bu/bgrd/backgroundfile-43928.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=2808
http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/imfg/uploads/89/slack_provinciallocal_fiscal_transfers_in_canada_copenhagen2009.pdf
http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/imfg/uploads/89/slack_provinciallocal_fiscal_transfers_in_canada_copenhagen2009.pdf
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Budget politics 

Class 6 Feb. 11 The intergovernmental politics of fiscal restraint 

“Bankrupt Canada.” 1995. Wall Street Journal. Jan 12. A14. 

Crowley, Brian Lee, Robert P. Murphy, and Niels Veldhuis. 2012. Northern Light: Lessons for 
America from Canada’s Fiscal Fix. Ottawa: The Macdonald Laurier Institute. Excerpt: Chs. 2–
3 (pp. 30–60). 

 E  Abbott, George Malcolm. 2015. “The Precarious Politics of Shifting Direction: The 
Introduction of a Harmonized Sales Tax in British Columbia and Ontario.” BC Studies 
186(Summer): pp. 125–148. 

*** Feb. 15–19 Family Day and Reading Week *** 

Class 7 Feb. 25 The local politics of balanced budgets 

Grant, Kelly. “The Budget and You: How Citizens Could be More Involved in Toronto’s 
Budgeting Process. In Dave Meslin, Christina Palassio, & Alana Wilcox, eds., Local Motion: 
The Art of Civic Engagement in Toronto. Toronto Coach House Books. pp. 72–85. 

 W  Slack, Enid. 2005. Easing the Fiscal Restraints: New Revenue Tools in the City of Toronto 
Act. http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/imfg/uploads/130/easingfiscalrestraints.pdf 

 W  Schwartz, Harvey. “Toronto: Trouble in the Megacity, Facing a Financial Crisis in 2010.” 
Policy Options (Feb. 2010). pp. 62–67. http://irpp.org/assets/po/after-copenhagen/schwartz.pdf 

Newspaper articles: 

James, Royson. 2007. “Miller’s best hope is for silent fuming.” Toronto Star. June 25. 

James, Royson. 2010. “Much-hated car tax was needed.” Toronto Star. Dec. 17. 

Gee, Marcus. 2011. “Don’t kill the land transfer tax.” Globe and Mail. Dec. 19.  

Class 8 Mar. 3 In-class game: Balancing a municipal budget 

No readings. Instructions and materials will be distributed and introduced in Class 7. 

http://munkschool.utoronto.ca/imfg/uploads/130/easingfiscalrestraints.pdf
http://irpp.org/assets/po/after-copenhagen/schwartz.pdf
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Policy dilemmas 

**Note: Optional readings may be of interest as you plan your Policy Options papers but 
are not required for class discussion and will not be tested on the final exam. ** 

Class 9 Mar. 10 The ageing society 

 E  Bloom, David E, Somnath Chatterji, Paul Kowal et al. 2015. “Macroeconomic implications 
of population ageing and selected policy responses.” The Lancet 385(9968) (Feb. 14): pp. 649–
657. 

 W  Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 2013. Canada’s Ageing Population. Excerpt: pp. 7–
12. 
https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/reports/FCM/canadas_aging_population_the_municipal_role_in
_Canadas_demographic_shift_en.pdf 

Simpson, Jeffrey. 2014. “Demographics will put Quebec’s back to the fiscal wall.” Globe and 
Mail. Feb 1. 

Optional readings: 

 W  Kershaw, Paul. 2015. Population Ageing, Generational Equity & the Middle Class. 
Vancouver, BC: UBC School of Population and Public Health. 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/gensqueeze/pages/107/attachments/original/1428524283/
Population_Aging_Generational_Equity_and_the_Middle_Class_2015-04-01.pdf?1428524283 

 E  Cutler, David M., James M. Poterba, et al. 1990. “An Aging Society: Opportunity or 
Challenge?” Brookings Papers on Economic Activity 1990(1): pp. 1–73. 

Class 10 Mar. 17 Income and wealth inequality 

 W  Osberg, Lars. 2008. A Quarter Century of Economic Inequality in Canada: 1981–2006. 
Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. 
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/quarter-century-economic-inequality-
canada 

 E  Bird, Richard M. and Eric M. Zolt. 2015. “Taxation and Inequality in Canada and the United 
States: Two Stories or One?” Osgoode Hall Law Journal 52(2): pp. 401–426. 

https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/reports/FCM/canadas_aging_population_the_municipal_role_in_Canadas_demographic_shift_en.pdf
https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/reports/FCM/canadas_aging_population_the_municipal_role_in_Canadas_demographic_shift_en.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/gensqueeze/pages/107/attachments/original/1428524283/Population_Aging_Generational_Equity_and_the_Middle_Class_2015-04-01.pdf?1428524283
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/gensqueeze/pages/107/attachments/original/1428524283/Population_Aging_Generational_Equity_and_the_Middle_Class_2015-04-01.pdf?1428524283
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/quarter-century-economic-inequality-canada
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/quarter-century-economic-inequality-canada
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Optional readings: 

 E  Hacker, Jacob S. and Paul Pierson. 2010. “Winner-Take-All Politics: Public Policy, Political 
Organization, and the Precipitous Rise of Top Incomes in the United States.” Politics and Society 
38(1): pp. 152–204. 

Watson, William. 2015. The Inequality Trap: Fighting Capitalism Instead of Poverty. Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press. 

Piketty, Thomas. 2014. Capital in the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press. 

 W  Cross, Philip and Munir A. Sheikh. 2015. Caught in the Middle: Some in Canada’s Middle 
Class are Doing Well; Others Have Good Reason to Worry. School of Public Policy Research 
Paper 8(12). Calgary: University of Calgary. 
http://www.policyschool.ucalgary.ca/?q=content/caught-middle-some-canadas-middle-class-are-
doing-well-others-have-good-reason-worry 

Class 11 Mar. 24 Energy and climate change 

 W  Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission. 2015. The Way Forward: A Practical Approach to 
Reducing Canada’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions. http://ecofiscal.ca/reports/wayforward/ 

 E  Harrison, Kathryn. 2012. “A Tale of Two Taxes: The Fate of Environmental Tax Reform in 
Canada.” Review of Policy Research 29(3): pp. 383–407. 

 W  Liberal Party of Canada. 2008. The Green Shift: Building a Canadian Economy for the 21st 
Century. [Skim] 
https://www.poltext.org/sites/poltext.org/files/plateformes/ca2008lib_plt_eng._05012009_11161
7.pdf 

http://www.policyschool.ucalgary.ca/?q=content/caught-middle-some-canadas-middle-class-are-doing-well-others-have-good-reason-worry
http://www.policyschool.ucalgary.ca/?q=content/caught-middle-some-canadas-middle-class-are-doing-well-others-have-good-reason-worry
http://ecofiscal.ca/reports/wayforward/
https://www.poltext.org/sites/poltext.org/files/plateformes/ca2008lib_plt_eng._05012009_111617.pdf
https://www.poltext.org/sites/poltext.org/files/plateformes/ca2008lib_plt_eng._05012009_111617.pdf
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Optional readings: 

 W  Harris, Jonathan M., Brian Roach, and Anne-Marie Codur. 2015. The Economics of Climate 
Change. Medford, MA: Global Development and Environment Institute, Tufts University. 
http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/education_materials/modules/the_economics_of_global_climate_c
hange.pdf 

 W  Goulder, Lawrence H. and Andrew Schein. 2013. “Carbon Taxes vs. Cap and Trade: A 
Critical Review.” NBER Working Paper 19338. http://www.nber.org/papers/w19338 

Class 12 Mar. 31 The urban infrastructure deficit 

 W  Mirza, Saeed. 2007. Danger Ahead: The Coming Collapse of Canada’s Municipal 
Infrastructure. Ottawa: Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 
https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/reports/Danger_Ahead_The_coming_collapse_of_Canadas_mun
icipal_infrastructure_EN.pdf 

 W  Bazel, Philip and Jack Mintz. 2014. The Free Ride is Over: Why Cities, and Citizens, Must 
Start Paying for Much-Needed Infrastructure. School of Public Policy Research Papers 7(14). 
Calgary: University of Calgary. http://www.policyschool.ucalgary.ca/?q=content/free-ride-over-
%0Bwhy-cities-and-citizens-must-start-paying-much-needed-infrastructure 

Optional readings: 
 
 E  Stoney, Christopher and Tamara Krawchenko. 2012. “Transparency and accountability in 
infrastructure spending: A comparison of Canadian, Australian and U.S. programs.” Canadian 
Public Administration 55(4): pp. 481–503. 
 
 W  Mackenzie, Hugh. 2013. Canada’s Infrastructure Gap. Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives. https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/canadas-infrastructure-gap 
 

http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/education_materials/modules/the_economics_of_global_climate_change.pdf
http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/education_materials/modules/the_economics_of_global_climate_change.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w19338
https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/reports/Danger_Ahead_The_coming_collapse_of_Canadas_municipal_infrastructure_EN.pdf
https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/reports/Danger_Ahead_The_coming_collapse_of_Canadas_municipal_infrastructure_EN.pdf
http://www.policyschool.ucalgary.ca/?q=content/free-ride-over-%0Bwhy-cities-and-citizens-must-start-paying-much-needed-infrastructure
http://www.policyschool.ucalgary.ca/?q=content/free-ride-over-%0Bwhy-cities-and-citizens-must-start-paying-much-needed-infrastructure
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/canadas-infrastructure-gap


APPENDIX TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 
Prerequisite checking - the student’s responsibility 
"Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in 
it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be 
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for 
failing to have the necessary prerequisites." 

 
Essay course requirements 
With the exception of 1000-level courses, most courses in the Department of Political Science are essay 
courses.  Total written assignments (excluding examinations) will be at least 3,000 words in Politics 1020E, at 
least  5,000 words in  a  full course numbered 2000 or above, and  at least 2,500 words in a half  course 
numbered 2000 or above. 

 
Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”) 
"Personal Response Systems ("clickers") may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class, it is 
the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must see their 
instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning. 
Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade: 
• the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence, 
• the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to commit a 
scholastic offence." 

 
Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current Western Academic Calendar 
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/) 
"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams - All student assignments, tests and exams 
will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. Particularly in this respect, leaving student work 
unattended in public areas for pickup is not permitted." 

 
Duplication of work 
Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two different courses 
must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of the assignment.  If prior approval is not 
obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to accept the assignment. 

 
Grade adjustments 
In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, the Department may 
require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental guidelines. 

 
Academic Offences 
"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, 
the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/)
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


Submission of Course Requirements 
 

ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE-HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED 
BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR UNDER THE 
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE DOOR. 

 
THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE-STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE. 
 

Attendance Regulations for Examinations  
EXAMINATIONS/ATTENDANCE (Sen. Min. Feb.4/49, May 23/58, S.94, S.3538, S.3632, S.04-097) A student is 
entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the following limitations: 1) A 
student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain satisfactory academic 
standing throughout the year. 2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from 
class or laboratory periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course (after 
due warning has been given). On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and with the permission of 
the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular examination in the course. The 
Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate that decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration. 

 
Medical Policy, Late Assignments, etc. 
Students registered in Social Science should refer to 
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/having_problems/index.html  for information on Medical Policy, 
Term Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended Absences, Documentation and 
other Academic Concerns. Non-Social Science students should refer to their home faculty’s academic 
counselling office. 

 

 
University Policy on Cheating and Academic Misconduct 

 
Plagiarism:  Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks 
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic 
offence." (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar). 

 
Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject 
to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com ( 
http://www.turnitin.com )." 
 
Multiple-choice tests/exams:   "Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to 
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that 
may indicate cheating." 

 
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and 
Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/index.html    

 
 

http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/having_problems/index.html
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/index.html


PLAGIARISM* 
 

In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism is 
the  unacknowledged  borrowing  of  another  writer's  words  or  ideas.    Different  forms  of  writing  require 
different types of acknowledgement.  The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in 
academic papers. 

 
A. In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge 

that the words are those of another writer. 
 

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other 
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs.  Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the 
author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote 
number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the 
bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay). This footnote should indicate 
author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number. 

 
Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with 

more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential 
references.  In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off 
from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own 
words.  Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or 
paragraph which is not your own. 

 
B. In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs. 

 
You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or 

sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement 
given in 'A' above.  Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks.  Be certain, 
however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your 
source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above. 

 
Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has 

expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read.  Where you got your ideas is the important 
consideration here.  Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another 
writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently.  Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source 
outside your own thinking on the subject. 

 
In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish 

clearly between what is yours and what is not.  Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make 
this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as 
intentional literary theft.  Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a 
course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University. 

 
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History 
Adopted by the council of the Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History 
August 13, 1991 

 



Accessibility at Western: Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information in plain text format, 
or if any other accommodation can make the course material and/or physical space accessible to you. 

 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
The Registrar’s office can be accessed for Student Support Services at http://www.registrar.uwo.ca   
 
Student Support Services (including the services provided by the USC listed here) can be reached at: 
http://westernusc.ca/services/    
 
Student Development Services can be reached at: http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/  
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 

mailto:poliscie@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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